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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


TRANSLATION. 


What did the sacred historians mean in relation to the divine 
Master, says an admired writer of the last century, when they re- 
cited foreign or sudden circumstances by way of preparation for the 
different events of his life: as if at the very moment an action was 
to be performed, some unforeseen event, or information received 
had been the impulse on occasion of his determination or conduct. 
He was informed, for instance, that tke Pharisees were engaged in 
laying snares for him at Jerusalem: and when he was informed of it, 
according to the Evangelical historian, although upon the way to 
that city, he delayed entering it or having already entered, resolv- 
ed to withdraw himself from it.—Doubtless the disciples of Jesus 
who wrote his life and knew him to be a divine person, by no means 
meant to convey the idea that the experimental information which 
our Saviour received from occurrences or of which men seemed to 
be or believed theinselves the authors, were to him an unforseen mo- 
tive impelling toa new course of conduct or operating a change in 


‘his resolutions. Far from it: the Evangalists as well as the mother 


of our Lord before them were well aware. that from his very incep- 
tion. Jesus was inspired with knowledge which was not augmented, 
that from that very moment the will of bis heavenly father in rela- 
tion to all his words, actions, and sufferings was clearly revealed to 
him, and from that time also by the unfettered exercise of his perfect 
will, he had to the will of his father in heaven, rendered all and 
every of his resolutions conformable. 

But the divine reasons of these wise resolutions were only deve- 
loped in the occurrences accompanying each particular action. 
They were only unveiled by circumstances according as it was 
agreeable to the ministry of the Messiah to permit those to perceive 
them whom he made the spectators and witnesses of his words and 
actions, for the instruction of his disciples. Every word then of 
Jesus Christ was precisely what it ought to be; every action what 
should be performed at that very moment, agreeably to the laws of 
that supernatural and divine intelligence which must be ascribed to 
his most perfect humanity. The order, the arrangement, the conse-, 
quency of events which God his father, had fixed before the beginning 
of time to reveal them to his Son at his entering the world and not 
the successive acquisitors of knowledge which would have enlight- 


ened the steps of simple humanity, directed alway those of the only 
Vol. in. . 18 
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son of God. It is this relation of supernatural wisdom between the 
events anciently foreknown and tne words and actions of Jesus 
Christ successively presented, that the evangelists in their narra- 
tions were desirous of pressing upon our attention and it is this also 
that the author of a paraphrase of their writings should not withhoid 
from the observation of his readers. . 

To this explanation may be subjoined another reaaeh equally ne- 
cessary for a correct understanding of the evangelical history. 
The historians of Jesus have carefully noted the internal motions of 
compassion, sadness and indignation which often attended his ex- 
ternal department and they sometimes present to us this sensibility 
discoverable in the blessed master, as the moving principle of his 
actions. For example, Jesus Christ wishes to restore a deceased Son 
to his disconsolate mother, he is, says the sacred writer, touched 
with compassion by the grief of the woman. He drives from the 
temple those who are profaning it, the evangelists say that conform- 
ably to the predections of the prophet, the profanation unkindles 
the zeal which glows in his bosom for the house of God. He sees 
seated with him at table a perfidious traitor, his greatest miracles 
are beheld by a company of hardened wretches who will not be 
convinced, he shudders, he is troubled. At the sight of Lazarus in 
the tomb, Jesus sheds tears for the man whom he loved—he wept. 
Three hours does he pass prayer before he delivered himself into 
the hands of his enemies and he himself declares that his soul is sor- 
rowful even unto death. The whole Gospel narrative is full of simi- 
lar instances. Is it then a fact that in Jesus Christ as in. other men 
the passions, desire, fear, sorrow and indignation of themselves, 
arise at the presentation of their objects, ond de they give occasion 
either to the deliberations of his mind or to the determinations of 
his will? No, it is not thus that the mind of the adorable Saviour 
is influenced, master of all the passions, superiour to the natural feel- 
ings of humanity, he kept them in such strict subjection that their 
slightest monuments depended upon his consent nor could they ap- 
pear without his command. It has already been said, that he never 
deliberated upon any course of conduct, because from the beginning 
and at a!l times the reasons of his choice were present to his mind. 
He nevertheless upon occasions disclosed or gave an insight into 
the motives which determined him; and these motives were in real- 
ity the basis of his resolutions. It-was just so with the passions and 
sensibilities of his great soul—never did they appear uncalled. He 
experienced their influence when he will 4 it, and often was he 
unwilling to put them under constraint or suppress them—because 
it was important that we should be taught, that although Jesus was 
equal with his Father, he was nevertheless a man like unto us, in all 
things, sin and its consequences excepted, which was incompatible 
with the infinite dignity of his character; Jesus then sought tu com- 
fort the affected—and he suffered himself to be affected by their 
pains—he looked with compassion upon the sufferer, and his counte- 
nance indicated the genuine feelings of his heart. Was he about to 
inveigh against the vicious? he made his indignation break forth up- 
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on them and he actually felt its fervour. Did he approach his 
time of suffering? he himse!f traced livelily in imagination the pic- 
ture of those sufferings, and agreeably to the economy of divine wis- 
dom his countenance wore the expression and his carriage disclos- 
ed at times the joy which the peformance of his heavenly Father's 
will conferred, at times the sadness, the dejection and the dread 
which were excited in his afflicted soul by a spectacle so full of 
horrour. Those were not in Jesus dissembled feelings or only exter- 
nal deraonstrations of sensibility. As to their reality and truth 
these feelings existed in the son of God as they do in us; but with- 
out the imperfections in him which under the necessary means of 
subjection imposed upon us and sometimes make them humiliating 
temptations. ‘This difference is observable between the Saviour and 
his creatures—in despight of our exertions and in defiance of our 
will, we experience ourselves to be taken by surprise and suffer the 
importunity, the troubles and the obstinacy of our passions; whereas 
our Saviour, who had the choice and control of these affections of 
the soul, ruled with absolute sway his sensual appetite in the same 
manner that he controlled the winds and the sea, the operations of 
nature and the influence of devils, the maladies of humanity and 
the inexorable tyrant death. He ordained their origin, their dura- 
tion, the force and permanency of their impression. What the most 
perfect among men and saints favoured with the aid of the most 
powerful graces could do but very imperfectly, even after severe 
conflicts and many powerful victories, Jesus was able to perform 
without ‘difficulty and without an effort, in virture of the privileges 
which formed an essential part of his divine character. Such was 





the Son of God. AMICUS. 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others; and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 

(Continued from page 181, vol. 5.) 
ASIA. 

Though such a call could not be fully complied with, the Com- 
mittee felt that the least they could do was to recommend that as 
much of the attention of the brethren as possible should be directed 
to a wilderness which had once flourished as the garden of God. 
Mr. Lynch has taken measures to erect a chapel and to establish a 
printing office in the town of Jaffna, which will be the centre of the 
operations of the missionaries through the province. 
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Trincomalee is a new station of rising importance, containing a 
large and increasing population, w'th numerous Heathen temples, 
Mahometan places of worship, catholick churches. butentirely with- 
out a protestant church.—Negumbo, where the school mentioned 
above has been lately established under a Wesleyan schoolmaster, 
loudly demands a missionary; it has 20,000 inhabitants, and the ac- 
cess to it isclearly open. Rammiseram is another station which the 
brethren at their conference took into serious consideration, and 
were only prevented from making an appointment to it by the want 
of additional help: in the mean time, Mr. Lynch is occasionally to 
visit it. 

After this brief view of the mission to Ceylon, the Committee 
cannot refrain from congratulating the friends of the Methodist mis- 
sions on the gratifying prospects of ultimate success which it pre- 
sents in a quater of the world which exhibits so many scenes of vice 
and wretchedness to Christian commiseration. The union of the 
Wesleyan missionaries with all who in that island interest them- 
selves in the cause of Christ, still continues. After long and diffi- 
cult preparations, they are entering more fully upon their great 
work; and they are entering upon it with such impressions of the 
value of immortal interests, and with such views of the only means 
by which the ends of their ministry can be attained, as give encou- 
raging pledges of their accomplishment. They have shewn them- 
selves willing to labour even to the injury of their health; they have 
placed themselves in the most important stations of usefulness, and 
amidst the widest scenes of exertion; and nothing now remains but 
for their friends to aid them with their prayers, and to say, “Let 
thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory to their children, 
and let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon them, and establish 
thou the work of their hands upon them; yea, the work of their hands 
establish thou it.”” The Committee, however, would not attempt to 
excite inordinate expectations. Much has been done by the brethren 
in the short time since their first appointment; but it is chiefly in 
preparation, and those preparations may yet require a considerable 
time to mature themselves. A country so deeply fallen, so aliena- 
ted from even the knowledge of Goi, presents a field—wide, but 
barren. Almost all the properties of fertility are to be brought to 
the soil, and scarcely any are found within it. Patience is here 
called to have its perfect work. Steady and constant industry are 
the duties to which the first labourers are eminently called; but it 
may be theirs to direct the plough and scatter the seed, and for 
others to reap the full harvest. The elements of knowledge and 
piety they prepare may be combined only in their full extent,in a 
future generation: but that seed is sown which God himsel has pro- 
mised to raise and ripe; and that morning is spread on the moun- 
tains which must shine the perfect day. The work is ours; but “the 
times and the seasons are put into the power of the Father.’ The 
accounts will show that the mission has been and must remain an 
expensive one. This arises from the heavy charges of passage and 
outfit for so distant a voyage; the erection of buildings necessary to 
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the convenience and conduct of the mission: printing presses and 
materials; the high rate of living in that country: and various other 
circumstances connected with the first entrance of the missionaries 
upon a new station in which they had no experience, but which, for 
that reason, are presumed not likely torecur. ‘The Committee have 
not, however, remarked, from the accounts they have yet received, 
any item of expenditure, which, in the consideration of all circum- 
stances, can be considered imprudent; and they have entire reliance 
upon the professions of anxiety made by these excellent men to 
conduct the Ceylon mission in as economical a manner as its real 
necessities will permit. In the extent and importance of such a 
mission all considerations of the expense it must necessarily involve 
will vanish before the mighty interests which it appears commis- 
sioned to advance in time and eternity. 

Manpras.—Mr. Harvard was appointed to this station by the last 
Conference; but his remaining at Colombo was thought indispensi- 
ble by the brethren in Ceylon, both froin the unfinished state of the 
mission premises there, in the erection of which he had taken a prin- 
cipal ig te because the concerns of the printing office devolved 
upon his management. His remaining was aiso strongly urged by 
the Committee of the Colombo Bible Society, and the Ceylon Con- 
ference therefore re-appointed him for Colombo, and relerred their 
reasons to the Committee. The Committee, from a consideration 
of all the circumstances, have confirmed the appointment, and Mr. 
Lynch was requested by the Ceylon Conference to visit Madras, 
and to make such stay there as he might think necessary to regu- 
late the discipline of the society. It is probable that one of the bre- 
thren lately sent out to Ceylon may proceed to this station; but if 
not, the Committee recommend it to be filled up as soon as a suita- 
ble person can be appointed. 

Bomspay.—Mr. and Mrs. Horner arrived safely at Bombay in 
September, and the day following were kindly received by Sir * fics 
Nepean, the Governour. On the same day he waited upon the Bishop 
of Calcutta, who was pleased to express his good opinion of the zeal 
and conduct of the Wesleyan missionaries in Ceylon, and wished 
Mr. Horner equal success at Bombay. On his arrival, Mr. Horner 
immediately applied himself to the study of the Mahratta language, 
under the tuition of a Brahmin. Till he had in some good degree 
made himself acquainted with that, he could not enter upon his 
missionary labours. ‘The access which this station gives to an im- 
mense number of pagan idolaters, and to the native Portuguese, 
more immoral! than even. they, affords a hope of pleasing intelli- 
gence from this quarter, and that the work will soon demand ano- 
ther missionary. “As yet,” says Mr. Horner, “it is the day of small 
things: the arm of the Lord has not yet been made bare in the sight 
of the people; but every promise still unaccomplished strengthens 
my hope, and is an incitement to diligence in my high, holy, and 
awful calling as a minister of the Gospel, and an ambassadour of 
Christ to the heathen.’” 
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New Ho.tranv.—The delay of the arrival of news from Mr. 
Leigh, mentioned in the last Report, was occasioned by the damage 
sustained by one of the packets. The intelligence which has since 
arrived is very animating, and the appointment of Mr. Leigh has 
been justified by the welcome manner in which he was received, an 
the effect produced by his early labours. He arrived in August, 
1815, and his last letters are dated March, 1816. Forty-four per- 
sons had been united in society, and he had formed a circuit of 150 
miles in extent, in which he regularly itinerated, preaching at 15 
places. In every place the settlers “receive the word of God with 
gladness;”’ many of them, before his arrival, vot having heard a ser- 
mon for many years, whilst their children were growing up in igno- 
rance and irreligion. ‘Three chapels are proposed to be erected in 
that colony, one at Sidney, one at Windsor, and one at Castle- 
reagh. Four Sunday schools have also been commenced; and with 
such prospects of usefulness, the Committee delayed only to. send 
off another missionary til! they had more fully ascertained the pro- 
bable expenditure of the year. A person, deemed in every respect 
qualified, has been selected, and will be sent by an early convey - 
ance. He will be instructed to follow the system adopted by Mr. 
Leigh; for it is only by itinerating that the scattered population of 
the colony can be reached. The state of society in the toWns is also 
such as demands the most zealous and varied efforts of missionary 
labour. The excellent chaplains of the colony, so far from consi- 
dering the labours of Mr. Leigh and intrusion, received him with 
great kindness, and the Governour expressed to him his best wishes 

or his success. ‘Thus many of the outcasts of society will proba- 
bly be reclaimed, and the distant settlers will be “sought out and 
not forsaken.’’* 

( To be continued. ) 


* The following is an extract from an affecting appeal of the society 
there to the Committee 

‘+ Allow us to say, ours is a pressing and peculiar case. We left friends 
and connexions, to come and settle in a benighted land, and, from a long 
residence in the interiour, many miles from a village or town, have been 
cut off from the means of grace and the offers of salvation, which you so 
richly enjoy, and which we once loved and valued. Many of us had not 
heard a sermon for years together till the arrival of your missionary, the 
Rev. S. Leigh.’ No wonder we are sunk in ignorance, and our children 
bronght upin a state little superiourto the beasts that perish. 

«Not a few resicing here are, through the long indulgence of criminal 
passions and sinful habits, sunk into a state worse than heathenism being 
as it were, twice dead: and some, who in an evil hour having given way 
to the force of temptation have involved themselves and their innocent, 
and, till then, respectable families in wretchedness and disgrace, but ‘he 
royal clemency having been extended towards them, they have repented, 
and again turned to that God who delighteth to show mercy. Are not 
such characters peculiarly entitled to pity and benevolence? And what 
boon can you give them, which is -o well adapted to their miserable siate 
as that Guspel whose peculiar property is, «to bind upthe broken-hearted 
—to procla.m liberty to the captive. and the opening of the prison doors 
to them that are bound,” and, as our poet beautifully expresses it, 


‘To raise the fal’n, cheer the faint, 
To heal the sick, and lead the blind!” 
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FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER. 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in England to his Friend in 
this City, dated 


Lonvon, May 16, 1818. 


“It will give you pleasure to hear that the Annual Meeting of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, held the 6th inst. was not less in- 
teresting than on former occasions; indeed some circumstances tend- 
ed to give it alditional interest.—An increase of £6000 to its funds 
in the course of the past year was a pleasing feature, affording evi- 
dence that this important object does not lose ground in the pub- 
lick estimation. The increased exertions and growing success of 
the female auxiliaries was very animating. What has been done at 
Liverpool is without parallel, the ladies having divided the town 
into upwards of 300 districts and by this subdivision of labour, 5000 
visits to the habitations of the poor are paid ina single day. The 
improvement of mind and manners which has been produced, in a 
very short period, by such acts of kindness and attention, is in many 
districts very striking; ant thus the ground is prepared for receiv- 
ing the good seed. I am gratified in mentioning that Mr. Rush was 
present on this occasion; he accepted} the invitation in the most cor- 
dial manner, and being requested to take a part in the business of 
the day, did it in a manner that made a pleasing impression on all 
present; indeed it added much ‘to the interest of the day to observe 
the representative of the United States, and lord Gambier, who 
was our negociator at Ghent, seated on the same bench at this feast 
of Christian love: the feelings excited on the occasion were suca ag 
we may delight to cherish, and can review without a sting. 

«The proceedings of the day shall be forwarded you by an early 
opportunity, and will be perused with satisfaction, as well as the 
Report of the Committee for the past year. The rapid progress 
which is making in every quarter in the spread of divine truth, and 
the remarkable instances in which opposition is overruled to pro- 
mote the great object, afford indubitable evidence that the work is 


of God: to him be all the praise!” 


«¢ You will pardon us whien we say we havea c/aim to your notice by tne 
ties of consanguinity. We are bone of your bone, and flesh of your flesh. 
There is scarcely a city, or town, or villagein the British empire wherein 
we cannot claim a relative; either a parent, or a brother, or a wife; and 
what cause or causes soever have contributed to banish us from the happi- 
est and most highly favoured land under heaven, yet, Oh! deprive us not 
of those bright beams of the Gospel which have cheered your hearts un- 
der troubles and difficulties less in weight and magnitude than those we 
have had to struggle with.” 

The additional missionary is on the point of sailing, permission having 
been kindly given him to proceed to New South Wales in a government 


transport. 














200 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


DOMESTICK. 


BAPTIST MISSIONS. 
LOUISIANA. 


From Rev. Mr. Randolson to the Cor. Sec. dated St. Francisville» 
March 20, 1818. 


It is my duty as your missionary to make frequent communica- 
tions. In this I have been deficient. But I can assure you it has 
not been for want of disposition. ‘The whole of my time has been 
occupied. Mr field of labour is still enlarging, and the work is 
increasing on my hands daily. 

I wrote to you on the 19th of January, which I hope you have re- 
ceived. Having just returned from the first annual meeting of the 
Mississippi Society for the Baptist Missions Foreign and Domestick, 
it is necessary for me to forward communications by the next mail, 
that you may receive them in time for the annual meeting of the 
Board. 

Our society has been formed on missionary ground. There are 
pressing demands for active and generalyexertions. Four mission- 
aries are already employed by the society for the term of three 
months; and one fora year. Rev. Isaac Suttle, whom I mentioned in 
my last, is appointed to preach in the African church recently 
formed in the Creek nation, for the current year. It is hoped that 
the present hostilities of the Seminoles will not defeat the object of 
his appointment. L. Scarborough is appointed for a circuit on the 
west of the Mississippi river; N. Morris for the eastern section of 
West Florida; J. Fiower for the frontier settlements in the Missis- 
sippi state; and Benjamin Davis for the coloured people in New-Or- 
leans. This last appointment was made in consideration of the poor 
in this city who manifest a disposition to receive the word with 
gladness; for a number of them are truly pious. Whilst missionary 
exertions are making for the Asiatics and aboriginal Americans, the 
peor Africans in our country who bear the heat and burden of the 
day, should not be neglected. It truly requires the wisdom of the 
serpent blended with the harmlessness of the dove, to teach this 
wretched race of human beings! But we feel a confidence in the 

rudence and zeal of our brother appointed to the work. He has a 
aculty for teaching the blacks; and should the city corporation yield 
a favourable countenance to the undertaking, I hope it may soon be 
said, that the poor of New Orleans have the gospel preached to them. 

The society having attributed a great share of their success to the 
agency of your missionary, agreed to remit the sum which was appro- 
priated for nis use by the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. I 
therefore 1nclose to you a check on a bank in Philadelphia, for five 
hundred dollars. 

I hope the employment of domestick missionaries will never dimi- 
nish your trearury, but rather replen sh it. Permit me to tender my 
very grateful acknowledgments to the Buard, tor the seasonable 
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supplies they have given, which enables me to make a decided stand 
in the midst of the strong bold of Satan, and to preach among the 
gentiles of Louisiana the unsearchable riches of Christ. Although 
I could not maintain my first position in the city of New Orleans, 
on account of its expensiveness, yet I am persuaded I could not 
occupy a more important missionary ground in the state, and one 
which promises more immediate and general usefulness as respects 
the mission, than the present station. I am happy to say that the 
prospects, as relates to my future support, are such as to supersede 
the necessity of the continued patronage of the Board. I have rea- 
son to expect that the generosity of the people whom I serve in the 
gospel, will enable me still to give myself wholly to the work of the 
ministry. Your patronage therefore may, and will I hope, be ex- 
tended to another in my place. Not that I wish to withdraw from 
the delightin! services of the Board, or shake off the pleasing res- 
ponsibility of the mission. No, I wish still to be the missionary, and 
still to act under the advice and auspices »f the Board, at least so 
far as to maintain an intimate connexion with that honourable body. 

This letter must soon close for the mail. In my next I will en- 
deavour to give farther information concerning this country, &c. &c. 
There are thousands around us starving for the word of life. Seve- 
ral important stations are ready for the reception of missionaries. 
With affectionate importunity I would solicit the attention of the 
Board to be directed this way. O send us help, that we may lift up 
a standard for the people in the name of the Lord of hosts! We 
want at least six missionaries whose lips are touched with a live coal, 
whose hearts are sanctified with the love of God, whose bowels 
yearn for the salvation of men, whose fortitude and piety can resist 
the temptations of filthy lucre, and, in a word, whose abilities may 
be competent for the defence of the gospel, among ingenious and 
learned infidels, and before powerful! adversaries of the doctrines of 
the cross. Aid such in their commencement, send them out under 
your patronage, and in a short time they may remunerate the Board 
by returning the loan with good interest. 

It is expensive to live in this country. The enormous price of 
cotton raises every thing else to its par. House rent and the hire 
of servants are remarkably high. And in these two articles there 
is but little difference between this place and New Orleans. 

Such is the state of society. that it appears unquestionably a du- 
ty incumbent to pay sume attention to the education of the young. 
And although the whole of my time, strength and abilities, are re- 
quired for the ministry of the word, yet I shall be obliged by the 
united petitions of the people to give a small portion of it to the 
instruction of their children. ‘They wish me, however, merely to 
superintend an academy, and employ other teachers, able to sustain 
the laborious functions of the school. This plan should, in my 
humble opinion, be recommended to al! our missionaries to the west, 
as the religious education of children is of the highest importance, 
and will probably contribute in a very great degree, to the accepta- 
tion of the gospel among a heterogenous mass which has been col- 
lected from the four quarters of the globe. 
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May the God of missions prosper and succeed your pious labours 
to send the gospel among all the nations of the earth. 


oY cece 


BOSTON JEWS’ SOCIETY—2d Report. 


The Board of Managers of the “Female Society of Boston and 
the vicinity for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews,”’ present 
the following, their Second Annual Report. 

Since the last anniversary, the proceedings of your Committee 
have been few. Their field for exertion is yet very limited. They 
have, however, the satisfaction of feeling assured, that nothing 
within their power has been neglected, which could conduce to the 
promotion of the original design of this institution. Their ardour in 
the cause in which they are engaged has not abated. Still are they 
sanguine in the belief of being the humble instruments, in the hands 
of divine Providence, in assisting to lead the Jews to their Re- 
deemer, the only true Messiah. 

With great satisfaction they announce, that another auxiliary has 
been added to this Society, composed of a large proportion of the 
ladies in Portland, (Maine,) and called the “Portland Female Asso- 
ciation for the promotion of Christianity among the Jews,” 

It is the wish of the Directors to obtain Jewish children, whom 
they may take under their protection, and educate in the principles 
of Christianity. They have limited the number at present to two, 
the funds not being sufficieut for the support ofalarger number. ‘ 

The Reverend Bishop of the Eastern Diocese has Kindly acquies- 
ced ina request made to him, in using his endeavours to procure a 
couple of male orphans, whose relations or guardians, through pover- 
ty, might be induced to relinquish the care of them. In this design 
we follow the bright example of the parent Society in London, whose 
last report (a donation of one hundred of which have been received) 
informs us, that their schools contain upwards of seventy boys and 
girls. These receive notonly a religious education, but are also 
taught in the different trades and employments to which their incli- 
nations tend, and are thus enabled to maintain themselves by hon- 
est industry. The Society in London is guided and patronized by 
men distinguished in rank and fortune, and highly eminent for piety 
and wisdom. They have published, at great expense, one edition of 
the New Testament in Biblical Hebrew, and, notwithstanding this 
was completed only in December last, so great is the dewiand for it, 
that another edition is found requisite and has been commenced. 
Copies have been circulated in Russia, India, Gibraltar, Malta, and 
various parts of Germany. These have been received with grati- 
tude, and many encouraging facts afford reason to hope, that they 
have already been productive of good. A much respected member 
of a Society of Friends in England observes, in a letter to the edi- 
tors of the Jewish Expositor for February, 1818; “It is, [ assure thee, 
with great pleasure, and.with a strong faith, that 1 look forward to 
the effect of the genera! reading of the New Testament among the 
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Jews; the Hebrew character, which they consider as a sacred one, 
will ensure an attention to it, that no other character in which it may 
be presented can induce them to pay; and although a great multi- 
tude of the Jews are but half acquainted with the Hebrew tongue, a 
great proportion remain who thorouzhly understand it, and whose 
minds, I trust, will be enlightened as they survey its doctrines; doc- 
trines which, whilst they abolish the law of Moses, magnify and 
make it honourable.”” ' 

The Society in London have encountered difficulties and disap- 
pointments, but are not discouraged by them from persevering in 
the work they have so nobly begun. 

A spirit of interest for the present state of the Jews seems to be 
diffused throughout most of the counties whither this extraordinary 
and once fovoured people are dispersed. This circumstance induces 
to the belief, that the time is fast approaching, when the various 
prophecies concerning them shal! be fulfilled, and the light of the 
glorious Gospel shall shine into their hearts:—when they shall 
acknowlledge Jesus Christ as their Messiah, and penetrated with a 
sense of their wickedness in so long denying him as their Saviour, 
shall implore, with deep humility, his intercession for pardon and 
forgiveness. For more than seventeen centuries have they been 
scattered over the known world, objects of scorn and derision, ex- 
periencing persecutions and ignominy of every description; yet 
always remaining a distinct and separate people, even as a “nation 
in the midst of a nation.” suffering death rather than relinquish the 
religion they profess. ‘The Jews demand our respect, they are en- 
titled to our gratitude; let us add our exertions, and our prayers, 
for their restoration to the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls. 

To Him, who has promised to hear the petitions of those who ask 
in his Son’s name, let us address our supplications, that He will, 
“have mercy upon them after his great goodness, and according to 
the multitude of his mercies, do away their offences;” that, being 
‘justified by faith, they may be made heirs according to the hope of 
life eternal.” 

Abstract of the Treasurer’s Account. 


Amount of subscriptions, 269 21 

Received from individuals in Fitzwilliam, by Mrs. Sabin, 26 $2 

Received from Portland Female Auxiliary Society, 160 75 

“ “ Uxbridge ditto ; 42 48 

“ «© Female Cent Society in Northbridge, 14 00 

Interest on Six per cent Stock, 20 26 

Sum total of monies received, $533 62 

Balance in the Treusury last year, 159 79 

In Six per cent Stock, ($500 of which is permanent fund) 675 00 

Interest due on the same, 25°72 
Amount paid by order of the first Directress. 

For the education of Jewish children in Bombay, $100 00 

Premium paid on the above, 2 00 


For the assistance of a destitute Jew 30 On 
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Fora bill of exchange transmitted to the London Society 
to aid in the translation of the New Testament into 





Hebrew,* 444 44 
Contingent expenses, $2 $1 
Total of monies expended, 608 75 


Since the completion of the Treasurer’s account, the following 
donations have been reccived: 


From a Cent Society in Northyarmouth, 18 50 
By Mr. Ford, collected in charity boxes, 

At the Columbian Museum, $38 00 
At a Baptist prayer-meeting, 22 00 
At the Baptist infant female reading Society 20 00 
From Ladies in Carlisle, 11 18 
From Ladies in Foxborough, 30 00 
From a Widow in Goffstown 11 52 
From the Female Auxiliary Society in Uxbridge, 22 40 
From the Medfield Female Auxiliary Society, 21 75 
From the Female Charity Society in Wrentham, 16 00 
From Dea. Eleazer Whitman (Abington) 20 00 
From the Female Charity Society in Holliston, 5 38 
From a friend to the Jews in Cazenovia (N. Y.) 3 00 

May, 1818. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Account of a Revival of Religion in Balton, Warren County, (™. 
VY.) communication for the Auburn Recorder. 


As early as July in 1817, it pleased God to awaken, in some mea- 
sure, the feelings of professors in this place. They began to be 
more engaged in the duties of religion—and some fondly anticipat- 
ed the time near at hand, when God would pour out his spirit, and 
raise dead sinners to life. They were not disappointed. Notwith- 
standing our destitute situation, as it respected the stated adminis- 
tration of God’s holy word and ordinances, their expectations have 
been realized. About the 8th of Sept. the glorious work which 
was to astonish the impenitent, commenced. The first subject of 
the work, was a man in the decline of life, something like fifty 
years of age.—He was brought to see himself in a dangerous situa- 
tion, whilst living “ without hope and without God in the world.”’ 
He was soon brought, we trust, to embrace the Saviour. A 
young man, of his acquaintance, who had always been in the habit 
of ridiculing religion, hearing of the change wrought upon his heart, 
and afterwards seeing the visible alteration in his conduct and con- 
versation, could no longer resist. He became alarmed and con- 





* Since the annual meeting, a letter has been received from the Secre- 
tary of the London Society, acknowledging the receipt of this donation, 
accompanied by a present of valuable books and pamphlets relative to the 
state ofthe Jews. 
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vinced of his undone situation by nature. With an aching heart he 
began to lament his past conduct. The reproach which, before, he 
had willingly cast upon religion, was now piercing his soul. He 
could now plead with those, whose good counsel he had hitherto 
despised and rejected, to pray for him.—His language now began to 
be, for the first time, **God be merciful to me a sinner.”” He could 
now exclaim against the total depravity of his heart, and viewed 
himself to.have been a violent opposer to God and religion. His 
soul was filled with anguish and he felt himself as it were, sinking 
under the vengeance of an incensed God. Prayer, which is the 
life of the Christian, only served to increase his distress. ‘Tortured 
with keen despair, sleep departed—and all the enjoyments of his 
life, seemed curses to torment him. After continuing in this situa- 
tion anumber of days, it pleased Him, “ who werketh all things 
alter the counsel of his own will,” to remove the bitter cup and 
‘«sshed abroad a Saviour’s love into his heart;” life, light, and love, 
beyoud expression; broke into his soul, while he praised God, that 
he might hope for peace and pardon through the blood ot Christ. 
With the views which he now had of the character and perfections 
of God; and the lost and undone condition of sinners in a state of 
nature, he appeared anxious for the promotion of Christ’s cause. 
He now invited his young friends to retire during the interval of 
divine service on the Sabbath, to an adjacent wood to spend the time 
in religious conversation and prayer. 

From this time the work increased and a general solemnity pre- 
vailed. The most hardened sinners, and most violent opposers to 
religion, appeared thunderstruck, and stood gazing with astonish- 
ment on the mighty scene. Conferences, prayer-meetings and other 
religious meetings were attended almost every evening in the week, 
We now began to hear of more frequent conversions, and new cases 
of conviction. One other young man’s case, merits attention. He 
had embraced the idea, that morality, honesty, and a few other qua- 
lities of the like nature, were sufficient to carry a man to heaven. 
With such views he determined to resist all solemn im ressions and 
hazard the consequences. ‘To effect his purpose he resolved on a 
Sabbath evening, in which conference was appointed, instead of 
stamens meeting to go to an orchard near by and steal apples. 
Being asked by a friend, about the usual time for collecting for wor- 
ship, if he were going to meeting, he replied, No. Waiting for the 
people to have sufficient time to collect, and for the darkness of the 
night to cover his hellish design, not realizing that God beheld him, 
he had a few moments for reflection, In this shurt space he became 
impressed with the idea, that if he pursued his determinations, he 
should, in the very act of reaching forth a hand, to violate that 
command, which says, “thou shalt not steal,’’ drop down dead. 
The impression was irresistible, and he was under the necessity of 
abandoning his purpose. He turned his course and weat to confer- 
ence, feeling, as he afterwards expressed, when he entered the house, 
as though he should sink. 
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The meeting conmenced—the one thing needful was urged wit! 
force—every word pierced him. At length the young man, first 
mentioned, arose, and for the first time in publick, began to speak 
the language of aheaven-born soul. This had the desired effect, he 
was no longer able tu conceal! his distress: he burst into tears, and 
sobbed aloud. His sins tortured him—he was now ready to con- 
fess every act in his whole life was sin, and proceeded from a heart 
totally depraved. He felt himself now in the broad way to hell. 
He could sow discover the justice of God in punishing sinners. 
He trembled, he shook and quaked for fear. His distress became 
so severe that he dare not go to sleep for fear of waking in eternal 
burnings: Suffiice it to say, he continued in this situation four or 
five weeks. with but little variation, in which time his flesh wore 
away, like a person sick, and at times convulsed. At length, how- 
ever, he was brought tu rejoice in the glorious “light and tiberty 
of the Gospel.” He thought, at the time his load was removed, the 
air in which he breathed had changed. 

This glorious work was carried on amongst the children and 
gem until about the 10th of January. In this great work of the 

ord, 48 persons were hopefully converted. and 16 gained new 
evidence, that they had experienced religion, and took hold of their 
hope. While this work was carried on amongst children and youth 
not more than two, I believe, of even middled aged, or aged, were 
brought to entertain hopes of a change of heart. This last fact is, 
I think, a great encouragement to youth and children, to en age 
in the service of God—-while it affurds a solemn warning to the aged, 
who are yet “in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity,” 


Yours’ &c. Tuomas M‘GeEE. 
Bolton, May 27, 1818. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 





DEATH OF SABAT. 

The follo ving brief narrative of the circumstances attending the 
latter days of the unhappy apostate Sabat, is taken from the Ma- 
dras Courier. 

“On renouncing the religion which he had embraced with all the 
zeal and fervour of a man sincerely persuaded of its truth, he was 
so shameless as to write and print a book, declaring that he only 
became a convert to comprehend and expose the doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, interspersing through the pages of his work intemperate 
abuse of many respectable gentlemen who had been his benefactors. 
He immediately left Calcutta, visited Ava and Pegu, and a short 
time afterwards was found to have taken up his residence in an ob- 
scure quarter of Penang. ‘There, if we can believe his own decla- 
rations, he began to feel the compunction and remorse of conscience 
which he attempted to describe in his communications with several 
persons on that island. He stated that he never could be happy till 
he had made atonement for his offences, and had been received back 


: into the church he had so shamefully abandoned. Ina letter which 


he published in the Penang Gazette of the 9th of March, 1816, he 
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and the effrontery to avow himself a true believer in Christi- 
anity, notwithstanding the book he published contained a refu- 
tation of Christianity—a refutation of the divinity of Christ— 
a refutation of the objectivns of both Jews and Christians to the 
divine mission of Makummet—proofs of his mission—and his ewn 
profession of faith! From other sources of information, however, 
we understand ¢hat be testified extraordinary devotion, as a Soo- 
nee, the sect of Mohammetans of which he was an original mem- 
ber. But in all his recent wanderings in different parts of Ava, 
Pegu, snd Sumatra, it seems that the renown of his apostacy 
soop destroyed the friendly connexions he had formed on his first 
appearance, and in every place of sojurn he became finally des- 
pised and neglected. The following particulars, which describe 
the latest circumstances of his life, are derived from a native mer- 
chant of respectability.—A short time ago, the son of Synd Hossyn, 
a merchant, proceeded from Penang to Acheen, and succeeded in 
wresting from a Rajah the possession of his provinces.—The de- 
throned Rajah was obliged to seek refuge at Penang—but no per- 
son feeling interested in his fate, or making any inquiries respec- 
ting his condition, he continued on board the vessel which had cen- 
veyed him from his native country. Sabat and Hamanibni-Salim, 
another Arab, having opened a communication with the exiled Rajah, 
engaged to return with him to Acheen; but the followers or atten- 
dants of the Rajah, for some unspecified reason, turned the two 
Arabs on shore ona neighbouring island. When the son of Synd Hos- 
syn heard that the Rajah was returning, and had landed two Arabs, 
he despatched his people to apprehend them, and, probably conceiv- 
ing them to be associated with his enemy to expel him from the 
throne, placed them in close confinement. ‘This is the substance 
of the news that had reached Penang when the merchant who com- 
municates these particulars was there. But on his voyage back to 
this port, he was informed that the usurper above noticed, after ha- 
ving kept the wretched sufferers in prison six months, had ordered 
them to be tied up ina sack filled with heavy stones and thrown 
into the sea! Other accounts, which concur generally with the fore- 
going, state that Sabat joined the usurper; and having been discov- 
ered in carrying on a scheme to overthrow the new authority in fa- 
vor of himself, he was punished with the horrible death already des- 
cribed. The story of the revolution in Acheen may be erroneously 
stated, but all the reports agree respecting the fate of the uuhappy 
apostate.” 


“A CERTAIN MAN WAS SICK.” 


This was Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha. Although 
our Lord entertained for him a particular friendship. he was still 
liable to all the human infirmities; for he “was sick,” and indeed 
he died. 

Sin, the prolifick mother of all misery, has introduced into tlie hu- 
man system a numerous family of diseases. The atmosphere around 


us, originally: designed only for a vehicle of life, is burdened with 
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the seeds of death. The clouds of heaven, commissioned to “drop 
down fatness,” hide for weeks the receiving rays of the sun, and 
shower down pestilences, till nature sickens—The intellectual and 
immortal beings within, is too rapid and powerful in its movements 
and the frail clod which envelopes it, and which in its turn clogs 
and bemires the aspiring wings of the soul. The body, while all its 
functions are in fullest operation, 1s continually tending to lasting 
rest. The languid and debilitated frame is anxious to mingle with 
its native dust. The weary heart longs to beat no more. Byt while 
sickness is a consequence of sin, and is a part of earthly curse de- 
nounced upon lapsed man, it neverthelsss, under the new dispena- 
tion which has been ushered it to do away the effects of the fall, may 
be the medium of great blessings to man. The liablility of the body 
to slight and also to indurable diseases, teachers us temperance and 
prudence in every thing that may affect it. It often reminds us of 
our original, and of our destination. It leads us to reflect on the 
awful nature of sin, and directs our attention to the corruptions of 
our own hearts; And it often points the burdened sou! to that foun- 
tain which is opened for sinners of the human race to wash in. 

In the midst of sickness, the follower of Jesus has consolations 
which the world knows not of. He reflects that since the Lord 
‘himself took our infirmities, and bare our sickness,”’ none but for 

racious purposes, shall be permitted to assail him. He hereby 
earns resignation and conteutment. When he reflects that the 
earthly house of this tabernacle shall soon be dissolved he has the 
unspeakable happiness to believe that he has a building of God, a 
house not made with hands, eterna! in the heavens. 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 


It appears from the reports of the Methodist Missionary Societies 
for 1817, that they have Kighty-nine Missionaries on foreign sta- 
tions. Besides these, they have about twenty in lreland, and about 
as many more in Scofland, Wales, and various other parts of Eng- 
land. In the West Indies alone they have 18,938 members of their 
communion. They have Missionaries stationed at Gibraltar, Brus- 
sels, Antwerp, France, Ceylon, New South Wales, Sierra Leone, 
Cape of Good Hope, West Indies, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Canadas and Newfoundland. 





Ten Thousand children are educated at Charity Schools in Li- 
verpool—7000 by Dissenters—3000 by Episcopalians. 
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